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So, how is it legitimate? Why do the majority of people (who have no wealth, lack of power, and political influence) accept this inequality? Why is it not questioned or challenged enough?

Gender and race discrimination have been prevalent in America for a long period. The inequality between the rich and the poor is not healthy because it demeans democracy. It is legitimate that people have accepted inequality as a way of life. The rich hold more power than the poor, and thus they tend to discriminate the poor using the given power or authority. The poor have no choice rather than accepting to stay in an unequal condition until the rich provide a room for them to expand. The inequality is also accepted when economic advantages such as access to the market are observed. It is not possible to question inequality because it is created by the rich and at times it benefits the poor. Moreover, the poor have no political power to come up with policies that promote their well-being. Therefore, societies tend to move from democracy to plutocracy. Furthermore, some inequalities are intergenerational meaning they are transferred from one generation to the other.
How the wealthy and powerful create legitimacy through ideology?
The rich and powerful people create legitimacy through ideologies. An ideology is a set of beliefs and values that explain the structure if society powers and privileges. An ideology purports to explain how things came to be, or they are currently. The rich create legitimacy through dominant ideologies where they justify and reward the prevailing power. In such a case, the poor have no choice other than paying allegiance to such ideologies. The American ideology contains basic beliefs that guide Americans in matters concerning inequality. Such ideologies are equality of opportunity, work ethic, meritocracy, liberal capitalism, and individualism. Individualism is the belief that every person is responsible for his/ her actions. Therefore, any person can succeed or fail because of his/her efforts. The personal efforts help one to earn rewards and achieve self-reliance. Equality of opportunity means that America has many opportunities that are open to all. One way to access such opportunities is through education. Meritocracy is rewarding of individuals based on skills set and performance. Ideology requires equal treatment for all. Work ethic is based on the notion that hard work always pays. Liberal capitalism is a political system that advocates for individual responsibility. In this case, individuals can succeed or fail because of competition.
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Replies to Classmates
Sean Valdes

Thank you, Sean Valdes, for your post. Your post has highlighted reasons why majority poor accept this inequality. From the post, I have learned that the rich make the poor believe that the system is fair to them all. You have also mentioned how American ideology has made people believe that they are either rich or poor because of their efforts. However, the case is not true because children from poor backgrounds face structural challenges such as access to quality education, which minimizes their chance of success in their lives. I agree with you that the American ideology equality of opportunity is misleading.
Fernando Carrillo

Your post is informative and discusses legitimacy in-depth. You have mentioned coercion as one of the factors that contribute to the legitimacy of inequality. I agree with you because some use coercion to legitimize inequality and demean the position of others. On American ideology, I disagree with you on the point of work ethics because hard work does not always bring success in life. However, I agree with you on the point that you cannot knock down people to the poor. 
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Hello classmates and professar,

Afte reading the e-text | have leamed that it s egitimte
forthe acceptance for nequality. Fear s always
something to keep in mind when revolving around the
money you make and the money you give. Coercion s
the raot to it all an the techniques are til being used
i his day. There has always been dominant groups
that stayed i thei class becase they would use ear to
keep the low socisl inequalites o stay whera they are or
ven go low as possible. This s wihere ideology takes a
ol Ideology s a setof belicfs and values that
rataralires  society’s stucture of pover and prviege,
(page222)

American deology s actually prety nteresting. The
United States has never faced a srious challenge o fs
basic economic and soclal institutions. That tll you a ot
about hows the system actually works and thats wehy |
chose work ethic. Even thaugh a quarter of the total
workiorce of Americans were fobless during the great
depression, The work nover stopped which helped kecp
balance and inequalites i ts place. Now another reason
s for s ndividual achievement, Everyone is responsble
fortheirown actians and achievements. This actually
Keeps structure in the workforce and i ife. Inmy
opinion, the reason why nothing is ever questioned or
challenged enough s simply because there s nothing you
can do aboutit. Over ime the ich have invested and
inherited money to pass down to generations. twould
be impossible to knock people down to the poor,
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